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v               The Steel Flea
                                            Nikolai Leskov
An 1881 comic story by Nikolai Leskov, presented in the form of a traditional skaz or 
folk-tale, but entirely of Leskov's invention. It tells the story of a left-handed Russian 
artisan required to impress Tsar Nikolas I with his craftsmanship by outdoing some 
famous Englishmen who have created a tiny mechanical  flea. The Russian smith 
barricades himself with two skilled colleagues in his workshop until finally forced to 
come out and reveal the brilliant result of his labor. Far more famous in Russia than 
in  the  West,  the  story  of  The Steel  Flea  reveals  much  about  nineteenth-century 
Russian attitudes toward the West and toward their own country, but is difficult to 
categorize.  Either  a  celebration  of  Russian  ingenuity  or  a  critique  of  Russian 
autocracy, The Steel Flea has established itself  as a classic worthy of any of the 
great Russian authors. 
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